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INVITATION TO THE
RETHINKING AFRICA FORUM 2026

Dear readers,

ReThinking Africa Foundation is a business initiative dedicated to facilitating and
enabling investment projects in Africa to support job creation and economic
development. Based at the heart of the political scene in Berlin, our leadership
comprises distinguished German and international business leaders, as well as
stakeholders from politics, academia, and media.

Despite political debates over the past decade, business cooperation between Africa
and Germany has only seen a modest increase in investment and job creation. To
strengthen collaboration and strategic dialogue, we regularly bring together German
and African stakeholders to discuss investment opportunities, economic projects, and
broader initiatives shaping Africa’s future.

Together with the Embassy of South Africa, we are delighted to invite you to a special
event in Berlin on 15 April 2026, where diplomatic representatives, business leaders,
and policy experts will come together for an afternoon of discussion, exchange, and
networking.

The following agenda provides an overview of the program for the afternoon.


https://t2d47150c.emailsys1a.net/mailing/237/9052739/0/19eadcb20d/index.html

14:30-15:30 Africa Roundtable: Africa and Europe’s Geopolitical Opportunity (For a
conceptual overview of the Roundtable discussion, please refer to the impulse paper
below.):

Moderated by: Theodore Murphy, former Africa Director and policy fellow by RUSI
Speakers:

Andries Oosthuizen, Head of Mission, South African Embassy, Berlin

Eskindir Yirga Asfaw, Ambassador, Embassy of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, Berlin

15:30-16:00 Coffee Break

16:00-17:00 Book Presentations

Prof. Dr. Stefan Liebing — “The African Decade: Why We Need a New Perspective on
Africa”

Ralf E. Kriiger — “The Turning Point - In Search of the Future*

17:00-18:00 Reception & Networking

Venue: South African Embassy to the Federal Republik of Germany ; Tiergartenstr. 18,

10785 Berlin

Kindly RSVP via email to: info@rethinking-africa.com

We look forward to welcoming you to an engaging and forward-looking discussion.

Yours sincerely,

Prof. Dr. Stefan Liebing & Dr. Holger Bingmann

Africa Roundtable: Africa and Europe’s Geopolitical Opportunity



This impulse paper provides the conceptual framing for the Africa Roundtable session.
It is intended to stimulate strategic discussion among participants and does not
represent an institutional position.

Europeans can now admit that the Rules Based Order is passing into memory. The
second Trump Administration effects either a “rupture” with, or a re-imagining of that,
Order. The answer lies in divining the US’ self-conception; be that as a “predatory
hegemon” or, more benignly, a hard-bargain-driving, but still card carrying member of
the Global West’s alliance.

While Europe admits the “old has died”, they recognize rules, and therefore
multilateralism, protect the weaker while constraining the stronger. This begs the
question going forward: What does a new Rules Based Order look like? Some in
Europe, see a tripartite world: the Global West, the Global East (China, Russia, and its
axis allies), and the Global South. In this conception, the Global South represents the
“swing vote”. Whichever system wins its endorsement, achieves critical mass.

Previously inconceivable for Europe without US leadership, Europe is now animated to
proactively shape a new global order. Geopolitically speaking, Africa ought to align
perfectly with Europe. A world without rules exposes Africa to tumult. Africa benefits
from global rules provided—a key caveat—they are just and applied equally.

But what could be an era defining moment of opportunity for Africa, risks being frittered
away. Africa’s most vulnerable states, conflict and fragment riven, experience predation
by external powers. For these, shifting global order erased the guardrails holding back
external intervention and threatened the sanctity of post-colonial boundaries. The Horn
of Africa showcases the worst excesses of this trend. For other, stronger, and more
economically interesting states, shifting global order creates more bidders for their
favor. These countries play the field seeking to be the “beautiful bride”.

But the lack of a pan-African position towards Global Order creates the common
thread between these contexts. While some Continental leaders attempt to think bigger
in the context of the G20 or via the BRICS, the default setting remains bilateral, not
multilateral: individual African states seeking their greatest benefit from external
powers.

Issues for Discussion:

» Can/Should a Pan African approach to Global Order be developed? Would
this be the best framing to finally create the Africa/Europe strategic relationship
long sought from both continents?

» Or is a pragmatic, needs based approach the better way forward until the
interregnum settles? Europe, along with the rest of the Global North, will
continue to shift away from the Donor/Recipient relationship. Should Africa focus
on re-fashioning the relationship on an economic opportunity basis?

» What is needed to create joint economic projects and to actively bring all
parties to the table that are needed as opposed to “match making conferences”?



» What is needed to bring projects across the line and to “close the gap” that
often exists (de-risking, guarantees etc.). Who in Government (Berlin, Brussels)
would need to do what and is it realistic to expect movement there?
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